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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. MILLER of Michigan). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
April 19, 2012. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable CANDICE S. 
MILLER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 
Reverend Gerald Baker, St. Ann 

Catholic Church, Morganfield, Ken-
tucky, offered the following prayer: 

Heavenly Father, we thank You this 
day for Your many blessings to us as 
citizens of the United States of Amer-
ica: for our Nation, for our freedom, for 
our prosperity, for our heritage, for our 
defenders past and present, for the 
beauty of our land, for our families, for 
our faith in You, for all whom we love. 

Keep us in Your watchful care. Make 
us strong as a people. Bless our unity. 
Bless our diversity. Bless this august 
body in its deliberations. 

May God bless us every one. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from New York (Ms. 
HOCHUL) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. HOCHUL led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING THE REVEREND 
GERALD BAKER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. WHITFIELD) is recognized for 
1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Madam Speaker, I 

am delighted that, today, Father Ger-
ald Baker, pastor of the St. Ann Catho-
lic Church in Morganfield, Kentucky, 
gave our opening prayer. 

He has served as pastor in 
Morganfield since 2003. Prior to that, 
Father Baker was also the pastor in 
my hometown of Hopkinsville, Ken-
tucky, where he was a wonderful com-
munity leader. 

Among other things, he started the 
St. Luke’s Free Clinic in Hopkinsville. 
He received his Master of Divinity de-
gree from Mount St. Mary’s Seminary 
in Emmitsburg, Maryland, in 1983, and 
I might say that was the same year 
that our chaplain, Father Conroy, re-

ceived his degree, also. He was ordained 
in 1983. 

We are also delighted to have the 
eighth-grade class of the St. Ann 
Catholic Church with us this morning 
from Morganfield, and they will be tak-
ing a tour of the Capitol. 

So, once again, I want to thank Fa-
ther Baker for being with us today, for 
his leadership in our congressional dis-
trict as well as in the State of Ken-
tucky, and for the spiritual leadership 
he provides our citizens. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 5 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO HERB BRAV 

(Mr. WOMACK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WOMACK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to remember the life and service 
of Command Sergeant Major (retired) 
Herb Brav. 

This extraordinary American, who 
served his country in uniform for over 
30 years and another 27 years as water-
front, gymnasium, and physical fitness 
director for the Multinational Force 
and Observers, Sinai, Egypt, died 
March 9, 2012, in St. Augustine, Flor-
ida. 

Herb was a legend. A former heavy-
weight boxer, he joined the Army in 
1947, served tours in Korea, the Phil-
ippines and Vietnam. His iconic service 
with the MFO impacted thousands of 
soldiers from many contingent forces. I 
fondly remember his mantra: ‘‘When 
the will is strong, everything is easy.’’ 
Soldiering was everything to this pa-
triot. He rarely took a vacation, and 
never spent a Christmas away from the 
soldiers at South Camp. 
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